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BECOMING A SEEKER... by Rev. Thom Lamb 
Many years ago, I went through a series of career assessment exercises and tests.  I had been in the ministry about 20 years, 
and I had started to thing that perhaps I needed to find a new direction.  I was convinced that the road would lead to something  
different.  It didn’t.  During a conversation with my career advisor, he asked a seemingly simple question, but one that carries the 
weight of tough decisions…”What is it exactly that you seek to become?”  From that question came two words that to me define 
a healthy and vibrant congregation: seek and become. This month I want to focus on what it is to be a seeker.

The word seek is defined as: an attempt to find or an attempt to obtain or achieve or to ask for something from someone.  To seek 
is also, in my own experience, to explore, to discover and above all to never stop seeking.  So what should one seek?   From the 
Gospel of Matthew, we hear the words of Jesus:

“Seek first the Kingdom of God and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” - Matthew 6:33

As seekers, we are constantly looking for God’s presence in our midst.  Seeking to live God’s way and to build right relationship 
with God and with each other.  To “seek first” God’s Kingdom is to seek to live out every day God’s way of love, grace, and peace.  
God’s way of love then leads us into right relationships that help us to nurture our love for God and to extend that love to each 
other.  If we seek first God’s way and God’s right relationships, then all that we need will be given to us.  This is what we have been 
called to do as followers of Jesus to be seekers of God’s way of love.

Living God’s way empowers us to seek the lost, to seek out and meet human need, to seek new opportunities to reach out beyond 
ourselves to a world in need.   Disciples of Jesus are always seeking new opportunities to serve those in need.  One contemporary 
Christian song by Tasha Cobbs Leonard lays out this desire to seek in a simple verse:

Give me one pure and holy passion
Give me one magnificent obsession

Give me one glorious ambition for my life
To know and follow hard after you

Oh, to know and follow heart after you
To grow as your disciple in your truth
This world is empty, pale, and poor
Compared to knowing you my Lord

Lead me on and I will run after you…

I fear that the pandemic has taken the edge off our desire to seek God’s way.  Months of isolation have served to draw us away 
from each other and our desire to be seekers.  While the pandemic may indeed have changed us, we need to emerge from this 
time seeking God’s way and those right relationships that will ultimately sustain us and our community of faith.

So let us be passionate seekers…seeking God’s love, God’s grace, and God’s peace as we Journey together as a community of faith.  
Like the song says, Lord, give us one pure and holy passion…to know and follow hard after you!

 Ephesians 1:3-4 NRSV

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every  

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to 

be holy and blameless before him in love.  
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MISSIONS. . .Paul Both to visit

On July 18, our mission partner from 
South Sudan, Paul Both, will be with 
us to share news of his work in South 
Sudan, which has been ravaged by war,  
crippling poverty, and COVID-19.  The  
mission of the South Sudan Education 
Mission (SSEM) is to “empower the displaced 
and suffering people of South Sudan to be  
self-sufficient, independent, productive citizens through education and leadership.”  
Grace Presbyterian Church has supported this ministry for several years through 
mission endowment funds, and we look forward to hearing more about recent  
developments and future plans for this important mission, which includes a Bible 
College where seminary students receive training to become pastors and a primary 
mission school for children from Pre-K through 6th grade.    More details about his 
upcoming visit will be posted in the Weekly Messenger and on our website, so stay 
tuned.

Seats for Students Fundraiser - South Sudan Education Mission

Imagine sending your child to school each day, know-
ing they would have to sit on the floor all day!   In the 
Primary Mission School of the South Sudan Education 
Mission, that is exactly what many of the children have to 
do.  The mission school, run by our mission partner, Paul 
Both, has seen rapid growth, providing one of the only  
opportunities for young children to learn their ABCs in a 
Christian environment, thus giving them a better chance 
of not only survival, but a better future in this war torn 
area of the world.   Their current enrollment is 357  
students, 216 at the Kindergarten level, and 141 in  
primary grades 1-6. Given the rapid increase in number 
of students that are enrolling every year, the school is 

adding four additional rooms, and is in desperate need of chairs.   Almost half of the 
students are girls, also unusual for this area, where education of females has not been  
considered important.  Research shows that education of girls has a direct positive 
impact on the health and wellbeing of communities.

While Grace has supported the South Sudan Education Mission with grants from our 
Mission Endowment for several years, including $5000 this year to help support their 
building campaign, we would also like to give the congregation an opportunity to 
directly help students through the purchase of chairs.  Each chair is $10, and all funds 
collected will be used specifically for this purpose. Our goal is to raise enough funds 
for 200 chairs. This is also something that your own children or grandchildren might 
have fun supporting!  

If you would like to donate funds for one or more chairs, you can write a check to 
GPC with “SSEM chairs” in the memo line, or donate online through the GPC website. 
Thanks for your support!

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N 
PW Board is considering a  
reorganization of the group to  
better coordinate with the women of 
our church.  This year and a half has 
brought many changes in our lives and 
we are still not sure of what our new 
normal will be....one thing is set in 
stone....change will continue!  We want 
to incorporate needed changes so that 
we can continue to offer fellowship and 
spiritual opportunities.

Bible Study Circles (Horizons)
Fortunately, circle membership is open 
to all women of the church, and visitors 
are most welcome, so if you are not a 
member of one of our circles, please 
consider joining one soon.  To that end,  
watch for more notifications to appear 
in upcoming issues of the Monday  
Messenger as well as Sunday announce-
ments during church services.  

Backpack Buddies!
Thanks to all of your generosity, we 
were able to raise over $2000 to help 
students succeed!  Thank you so much! 

D E A C O N S  C O R N E R
I want to share a bit about why I  
accepted the Call to be one of your 
newly commissioned Deacons.  I grew 
up attending a United Methodist 
Church, and I have many fond  
memories of the various church  
activities I was involved in as a child.  
In addition to the caring pastors, there 
were so many members of the church 
who volunteered their time to pour 
the love of Christ Jesus into the hearts 
and minds of us youth.  Throughout  
college and medical training, there 
have been many other followers of 
Christ who have reflected God’s light 
onto my path.  I have been served by the  
members of God’s Church for as long 
as I can remember, and for that I am 
so thankful.  My family and I have 
attended Grace Presbyterian for  
several years now, and we have felt  
welcomed, loved, and supported 
through our greatest joys and deep-
est sorrows.  As a Deacon of Grace 
Presbyterian, I wish to be intentionally 
giving of my time and talents to help 
meet the needs of those who enter our 
church doors.                  --Nick Arnoudse 

T H E O L O G Y O N  TA P G O E S  L I V E !  T H U R S D AY,  J U LY 1 5  •  6  P M
We will hold our first Theology on Tap in person gathering at The Shed, in Salado.  
They have a good selection of Burgers, Salads, Wings, Sandwiches, and appetizers as 
we gather to share in fellowship and good discussion.  Grab a bite to eat and join in the 
conversation.
Please call Kevin Cushman by Wednesday, July 14th at noon to let him  know if you are 
attending, we need to give them a count for tables.  Kevin’s number is (254) 493-2402. 
The shed can be found at 220 Royal St.. Salado.  Hope you will join us!



MEALS ON WHEELS
If you are interested in being a 
substitute driver or cook soups 
during the winter months, 
please contact Carolyn Van 
Winkle at 254.742.5011 or  
golfcartmom@hotmail.com
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Current office hours: 
Mon - Thursdays

8am - 4pm

C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
C H I L D R E N ’ S  S U N D AY S C H O O L W I L L  R E S U M E  O N  ‘ R A L LY D AY ’ ( A U G  2 2 )
Sunday school will meet in two separate classes (K-2nd) and (3rd-5th) Watch in the August 
Grace Notes for teacher introductions and more information about curriculum!

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings either in 
person or online. Children are always welcome in worship!  We are providing worship bags with 
children’s bulletins and activities for those who attend worship in person.  9:30 am Worship – 
masks are required.  11:00 am Worship masks are encouraged.  Nursery care is provided for 
children infants – Kindergarten for both worship services in person.  Reservations are no longer 
required, but children 3 and older are required to wear a mask in the nursery. We thank you for 
helping us keep everyone well and comfortable.  If you are worshiping online, children’s bulletins 
(younger and older ages) are provided on our Children’s Ministry web page. :  https://gpctemple.
webs.com/children-s-ministry

LOGOS - Wednesday Night Children and Jr. High Ministry and Fellowship will resume 
Wednesday, September 22 and go through Wednesday, December 8.

G P C  M U S I C  M I N I S T RY
Choir and Handbell Rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, September 1.  We will be taking  
precautions to make rehearsals as safe and comfortable as possible for everyone.  More  
information about rehearsal times and other details to come soon!

S U M M E R  S P E C I A L M U S I C 
Traditionally during the summer months we invite all those who would like to offer special 
music in worship to do so. Solos, duets / vocal or instrumental are all  
encouraged to participate! Please click the Sign-Up Genius image 
here to participate. If possible, we would love for these offerings to be  
included in BOTH worship services on Sunday morning. If you have any 
questions, please let Chelsea know: chelsea@gpctemple.org . Thank you!

D E A C O N S  B E R E AV E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E
Now that we are getting back to normal times, 
the Deacons Bereavement Committee will again 
start providing refreshment for post-funeral and/
or memorial services for the families and friends 
of the deceased.  

If you can help by furnishing cookies, sandwiches, 
fruit trays or other items please call the church, 
talk with Sharon or call/email: Norma Swaim:  
228-9443, 742-1074 or email:  Normafs1948@
gmail.com.   Your help in this ministry will be 
greatly appreciated.

STUDENT MINISTRY (GRADES 6-12) 
Youth fellowship meet from 3:30-5pm in the  
Fellowship Hall on Sunday’s. 
• July 11 - High School fellowship
• July 25 - Middle School fellowship

Separate meetings keep them small and abide by 
our COVID rules/regulations.  Reminders will be 
sent for youth to sign-up for each meeting.
Questions? Contact Eric Peterson or Maddison 
Edds.

Daniel Quinn   7/1
Doug Edmondson  7/3
Cathi Simons   7/3
Michael Klepac   7/4
Frank Nance   7/4
Peter Allen   7/6
Johnnie Porter   7/14
Tracy Hale   7/15
Steve Dlugas   7/20
Kyle Fischer   7/21
Marilyn Brown   7/22
Donna Butler   7/24
Dawn Pechal   7/24
Jim Sanchez   7/24
Nan Corwin   7/25
Linda Keyser   7/25
David Thomas   7/25

JULY BIRTHDAYS
CELEBRATE!
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PLACE LABEL HERE

childcare available

in person & online worship:
9:30/11am 

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.   
Click the links above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  with 
things either coming up that week or in the near future.  If 
you are not on this list to receive it and would like to, email 
the church office at office@gpctemple.org.

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?   
We need your help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church office know if you change your home 
address, email, cell phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  
To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at  office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways to GIVE:
• Online giving-Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop it in the  mailbox.  

No need to get out of the car!
• Bring to worship on Sunday or drop off in the church office during office hours:  

Monday thru Thursday, 8am -4pm.
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you would like 
to be added to the email prayer chain to receive updates and 
prayer requests, please let the church office know by emailing 
us.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org
http://www.gpctemple.org
mailto:%20office%40gpctemple.org?subject=
mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online

